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The Best Start Kindergarten 
Assessment 

Is a mandatory, one-on-one 
assessment designed to identify 
each student’s literacy and 
numeracy skills at the  beginning 
of Kindergarten. 
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Best Start Kindergarten: 
• Has been conducted in all NSW public schools since 

2010.
• Identifies student’s literacy and numeracy skills on 

entry to Kindergarten. 
• It has been revised to support the NSW 

Government’s Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2017 
– 2020

• Is mapped to the National Literacy and Numeracy 
Learning Progressions.

• The revised assessment is conducted in line 
with existing school practices and will build 
upon teaching and learning programs that 
support students in their transition to school.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy-and-numeracy-strategy-2017-2020
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-resources/learning-progressions
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Best Start Kindergarten 
Assessment 

The Best Start assessment process provides 
a planned, systematic opportunity to: 
– ‘find out’ what students bring to school

– determine ‘starting points’ for teaching

– track and monitor student learning

– provide feedback to parents

– is completed online
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All Kindergarten students are expected to 
participate in the

Best Start Kindergarten Assessment process.

At our orientation session, your child will be given an appointment time 
during which he or she will complete the Best Start Assessment. This 
information will also be emailed to you.
The assessment will take approximately 30-45 minutes. 
Tea or coffee will be supplied while you wait.
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The Best Start process….

Assessing - Student work, observation, 
interaction

Planning - Cater for the range of 
student levels within the 
context of balanced and 
integrated sessions

Instructing - Short, sharp, focused 
explicit teaching for 
identified students using 
fluid and flexible  grouping
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Literacy Tasks
• The key purpose of early literacy teaching is to 

ensure that students link spoken and written 
language. 

• Early literacy assessment 
makes it possible to 
target individual 
student achievement 
so that teachers can 
plan literacy programs
that meet student 
learning needs.
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Literacy Tasks
What are the critical aspects of literacy to be 
assessed?

• Reading texts
• Writing
• Speaking 
• Comprehension
• Concepts about print
• Phonics 
• Phonemic Awareness 
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The Best Start Kindergarten 
Assessment Numeracy tasks

What are the critical aspects of numeracy to 
be assessed?

• Counting (numeral recognition and 
forward/backward number word 
sequences

• Counting as a problem solving process

• Pattern recognition e.g. dice



PUBLIC SCHOOLS NSW WWW.SCHOOLS.NSW.EDU.AU

The Best Start Kindergarten 
Assessment Numeracy tasks

How will student assessment information be 
communicated to parents and caregivers?

Parent Feedback Report on:
• Your child’s learning at school entry
• How to support your child’s learning at home
When will this occur?
• Parent feedback information will be sent to 

parents within the first 4-5 weeks of 
kindergarten
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Feedback to parents
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Thank you

We look forward to seeing you at your child’s Best 
Start Appointment time. Tea and coffee will be 
available for you while you wait.

For any further information please do not hesitate 
to contact the school on:  

Telephone: 96301768
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